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Directions 

Summary 

A quiet route along by-ways and quiet lanes with good views of Dartmoor, consisting of two loops, 

one out to Lydford along the Dartmoor Way and back on the Granite Way to Station Road, the 

second loop going out on the Granite Way to Lake and back on the Dartmoor Way. Just under 8 

miles in total, taking around 2¼ hours with short sections of trot. 

For this hack under the umbrella of LVRC we started from Leawood with permission from Angela 

Coward – please do not use their carpark without advance permission. Alternative parking is 

available on Station Road along the roadside opposite the Fox and Hounds where the road is very 

wide. You can then start the ride with the Granite Way loop out to Lake and back to Station Road, go 

straight across signed Fernworthy Down and pick up the other loop at the gateway onto Fernworthy 

Down. 

Note that the Granite Way has multi-use access including horses between Lydford and Lake. 

There are several gates but all can be opened without dismounting. 

First loop out to Lydford 

From Station Road take the lane signposted Coryton and then pick up an unmetalled road forking to 

the left and dropping down, turning right at the bottom to Beara Farm. Watch out for dogs/children 

in the farmyard where you take a sharp left along the side of a barn. After the farm follow the track, 

turning left and arriving at the gate to Fernworthy Down on the right (note the track coming in from 

the left leads back out to Station Road). 

Through the gate onto the down and follow alongside the track at the bottom of the down (riding up 

on the down itself is not permitted – see sign on gate requesting users keep to the track). The track 

eventually drops down to a ford – go through this and take the track up to the right, through a gate 

and up the hill. At the road at the top turn left. 

Proceed along the road into Lydford, turning left at the war memorial. Pick up the Granite Way on 

the left by the bridge over the Granite Way and before Lydford House Hotel. Follow the Granite Way 

back to Station Road (watch out for walkers and cyclists).  

Second loop out to Lake 

Cross Station Road onto the Granite Way heading out towards Lake. Note that it goes under a couple 

of bridges including the A386 which can echo. Just before the Lake viaduct take the tarmac path 

which doubles back down off the Granite Way. Go through the gate and turn left on the stony track 

under the viaduct and eventually down to the A386. Includes a ford but with alternative narrow 

bridge.  

Go straight across the A386 – reasonable visibility but watch out for fast moving traffic. After a few 

hundred yards take the public by-way on the left. Rather a stony track which drops down to a couple 

of fords (keep left) and then continues on out to Station Road (comes out opposite the alternative 

route to Fernworthy Down). Leawood is to the right, parking opposite Fox and Hounds to the left. 




